ONARUAWNE 


. Social Justice intro 


sjl 
sj2 
sj3 
sj4 


. SJ2 
. Sjindex 
. sjbiblio 


Social_Justice_intro 
Introduction 


I know from being raised in a very fundamental Christian church the whole 
idea of hidden or esoteric beliefs were frightening. But let us look at what 
Christ said about those things. If we look at Eph. 1:9 Col. 4:2-3 and I Cor. 
4:1-2 it clearly shows that there is a deeper hidden meaning inside Christ’s 
words and God’s actions. 


Eph. 1:9 “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself.” 


Col. 4:2-3 “3Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door 
of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds” 


I Cor. 4:1-2 “1Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God.” 


Many of the words in the bible that talk about “esoteric” use the term 
hidden; secret or mysteries of Christ are in the Greek subjugated to the root 
word Eso or Esoteric. So that word should not frighten anyone. Rather it is 
an encouragement to follow Christ’s message and grow to become mature. 
As it says in Hebrews 5:12 “ You have been Christians a long time now, and 
you ought to be teaching others. Verse 1 in Chapter 6 says, “Let us go on 
instead and become mature in our understanding.” We simply must not be 
babes in Christ but grow up to become more mature. I think that is what all 
the hidden, mysterious and secret references are in the bible...the ancient 
wisdom teachings...they help us to grow up 


es-‘o-ter-ic —adjective 


ile understood by or meant for only the select few who have 


special knowledge or interest; recondite: poetry full of esoteric 


allusions. 
z. belonging to the select few. 
3. private; secret; confidential. 


(of a philosophical doctrine or the like) intended to be revealed 
only to the initiates of a group: the 


I am speaking of the Ancient Wisdom here when I use the term esoteric. 
This term should not frieghten nor disturb any Christian or non-Christian, 
as the Ancient Wisdom transcends all known religions. 

Geoffrey Hodson 


1930, ag#d 93 years 


Geoffrey Hodson had this to say about this Ancient Wisdom: 


“Presumably most of my readers are members of one or another of the 
Christian denominations. At the outset, therefore, I want to say that in 
presenting a special view of the Scriptures I have no desire to weaken the 
faith of any Christian in the literal reading of the Bible with all its beauty, 
consolation and inspiration. On the contrary, my hope is that such faith may 
be strengthened by a deepening understanding of the hidden wisdom which 
is said to be contained and concealed in many of the great books of our 
Bible. 


The scriptures of the world as well as our own Bible have been regarded by 
some scholars as belonging to a special category of literature, sometimes 
called the Sacred Language. The distinguishing characteristic of this kind of 
writing is that, while its narratives have a distinct historical basis, the 
language itself is largely, though not entirely, allegorical; it is constructed of 
symbols and allegories containing profound spiritual truths. This language 
has another name. It is also called the Mystery Language because it is said 
to have been invented by Seers and Prophets of old who were members of 
the ancient Mystery Schools. These men are thought to have brought this 
language into existence both to reveal profound knowledge and its power to 
those who could be helped by it and to conceal it from those to whom it 
would be a danger and a temptation. The reason for such secrecy becomes 


fairly clear when we consider the use to which modern man tends to put his 
scientific knowledge and discoveries, one obvious example being the 
destructive use of nuclear energy in atomic bombs. The ancient Seers and 
Prophets, while recognizing that their knowledge belonged to the race, saw 
also that if its power came into the hands of disruptive elements of society 
great harm could be done both to the possessors themselves and to all who 
came under their influence. To meet this difficulty, the special language in 
which the inspired Scriptures are written was constructed. While founded 
generally upon historical events, the world's Scriptures have many under— 
meanings, a double, a triple, and even a sevenfold significance. 


Our Lord referred to this language when talking to his Disciples in private, 
saying: "Unto you (that is, the Disciples, pledged, trained and tested) it is 
given to know the mystery of the Kingdom of God; but to them that are 
without, all these things are done in parables." (Mark IV, 11) (1) 


sj 
Chapter 1 


The News of Social Justice 


Today’s news reflects a society that is hurting. It is hurting from the 
murders, wars; hate crimes that exist within the framework of all our 
communities. We can simply watch the news on television or pick up the 
daily newspaper and be reminded of this hurting. Yet within the framework 
of our faith, especially the esoteric churches, we have forgotten God’s 
message of social justice. Social justice should be the focal point within any 
community of believers, as our whole belief structure is held together by the 
totality of God’s social justice. 


Social Justice: mostly refers to an ideal of society, where “justice” refers to 
economic status rather than to the administration of laws. It is based on the 
idea of a society which gives individuals and groups fair treatment and just 
share of the benefits of society, although what is “fair treatment” and a just 
share of the benefits of society, although what is “fair treatment” and a “just 
share” must remain unclear or subject to interpretation. 


Social justice is both a philosophical problem and an important issue in 
politics. It can be argued that everyone wishes to, live in a just society, but 
different political ideologies have different conceptions of what a “just 
society” actually is. The term “social justice” itself tends to be used by 
those ideologies that believe that present day society is a highly unjust — 
and these are usually left-wing ideologies, advocating a more extensive use 
of democracy and income redistribution, a more egalitarian society. The 
right-wing has its own conception of social justice, but generally believes 
that it is best achieved through the operation of a free market, and the 
promotion of philanthropy and charity. Both right and left tend to agree on 
the importance of rule of law, human rights, and some form of a welfare 
safety net (though the left supports this to a greater extent than the right). 


(1) 


The Esoteric churches should look at the history of how God has operated 
and how Jesus’ ministry exuded an esoteric extension of this divine plan of 
God. When I speak of esoteric I am referring to the “hidden” or “secret 
mysteries” Jesus gave his disciples. Which through oral tradition the church 
has preserved. After all the mysteries of Christ is an ever-developing 
process as we reach to grow in our belief/faith. To simply move towards our 
own spiritual development without the presence of social justice as our 
extension to the present community; God’s message of love can’t flow 
through us to those in need of it. That is why those of us called to be 
esoteric should look at the hidden meanings, presented by God and Jesus, 
through the Word of God as to how social justice is the message of God’s 
love to the masses. Matthew 7:15-20 speaks of how -Jesus says his 
followers will be known by their fruits. “16Ye shall know them by their 
fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17Even so every 
good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit. 18A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit. 19Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down, and cast into the fire. 20Wherefore by their fruits ye shall 
know them.” I ask myself, are my outward actions towards others reflecting 
the fruits that Iam gracefully given by God? 

Jesus Teaching Disciples 


Jesus teaches his 
disciples, some of the 
ancient wisdom that they 
passed on to the 
followers. 


When Jesus spoke on the mount, as we refer to as the Beatitudes, Matthew 
5:3-11 shows us the core message of social justice, or rather the threads 
from that. “3Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 4Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 5Blessed 
are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 6Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 7Blessed are 
the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 8Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God. 9Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called 
the children of God. 10Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11Blessed are ye, 
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake.” Here he speaks of how those who 
mourn, are hungry, or cry out for justice will be comforted by God. He 
evens says those who work for peace will be called children of God. After 
all Matthew 5:13-16 instructs us to not hide our “light” of Christ from the 
world, but rather let it shine for all to see. “13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but 
if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 
14Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 
15Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.” 


Throughout our last 50 years, our society has seen present day persons who 
have exhibited the call to speak up for those who don’t have a voice. From 
Thomas Merton, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa to 
Gandhi, all these persons rose above their quietness, to raise the issues 
about social justices. Even those involved in the arts have used their public 
platform making others aware of the immediate cause of concerns in 
society. Peter Paul and Mary, Woody Guthrie, and Harry Chapin, who even 
founded the World Hunger Project (www.worldhungeryear.org), have used 
music as a tool to speak up. Present day rock and roll band Switchfoot has 
established their own clearing house of information on these issues on their 
website www.lowercasepeople.com . We can even reflect on the Farm Aid 
concerts or to the rock platform that Bob Geldof did with Band Aid to see 


how the arts was used to raise awareness of social justice issues. What this 
is showing us, is those who have become enlightened by Christ, to become 
vocal regarding social justice issues. On the other hand, is it not time for the 
esoteric church to stand up to their call in being active for social justice? 


In our society today there are real needs of those suffering, to be comforted 
and cared for. From hunger, to health, to education, to legislation, to basic 
human rights, all the way up to ecological concerns needs to be addressed 
by those called by God to be his children. 


Christians are called to care, as seen in; Luke 14:13-14; John 11:32-44; 
Acts 20:21-28; 1 Timothy 5:1-4; and James 1:27. 


Our “platform” for social justice can take on many forms. From forming an 
organization, to volunteering, to using our present day technology in getting 
word out to the masses on social justice issues, to lobbying our legislators 
of these issues, sending letters to the editors, or simply form a discussion 
group to talk of these issues, are just some examples. What ever form you 
use, we just need to actively engage ourselves with social justice. 


Before we delve more into these arenas for social justice, let us look at a 
common problem many of us have, when we first look at those in need. 
Sometimes our prejudices against those less fortunate, or in dire need of 
justice, we see those in need as being too “dirty” for us to be an advocate 
for. First let us look at the history of our traditions from in the lives of the 
saints, and leaders God used to show mercy. 


sj2 
Chapter 2 


Criminals and Saints 


From the very beginning of the bible God shows us how he has used 
persons with a violent or sinful past to be his instruments of peace. Far too 
often the mainstream church has left the real persons in need in a sea of 
rejection. It is almost as if the “Christians” of these churches are wearing 
blinders towards the world they live in. 


Genesis 4 tells us about the murder of Abel from his brothers, Cain, action. 
Under the old law an eye for an eye mentality existed, and unfortunately oh 
so true in today’s religious rights underlying messages. But we read on to 
see in Genesis 8:15, 16 that God would not allow Cain’s punishment to be 
death. Rather he was banished to another land. Here we see that God’s 
action is one of redemption for one who has sinned. 


Genesis 19:30-36 is an episodic view of incest and abuse. Lot’s two 
daughters got him drunk and had sex with him, so they could preserve their 
family lineage. No where in this story does it speak of God’s wrath or swift 
judgment. 


Not to be sarcastic, but that story of Lot’s daughters reminds me of our 
present day societies overzealous consumption in reality television shows. 
Many of these shows reflect the perverse nature in our society. We as 
esoteric can call this the lower nature of man. While on the other hand those 
who are seen as partakers in these shows elicit an aloof roll from our eyes, 
instead of an opportunity to exhibit to others God’s mercy and redemption. 


Genesis 27 exhibits for us the conspiracy of fraud and stealing in the actions 
of Jacob and his mother. They both plotted to steal the birthright and 
blessings of the first son by tricking Esau. Yet God saw that Jacob would 
later play a pivotal role in showing God’s mercy to his creations through 
Jacob’s serving God. 


Genesis 37 even speaks of an ever growing problem facing our society 
today. Joseph’s family sold him into slavery. How many times have we seen 
or heard of persons in our own country buying and selling of human beings 
for the economic growth of others. Slavery is still an issue in our world 
today in many different ways. Yet again God used his instrument as a 
servant by Joseph to exhibit the more heavenly ways of God. Especially 
how God meets the needs of those who call out to him. 


Exodus 2:11-15 speaks to us on how Moses killed an Egyptian and then 
fled, ran from the retribution that Pharaoh wanted. Yet Moses comes back 
to be the instrument of deliverance for God’s chosen people exhibiting how 
God’s mercy was granted to Moses. 


2 Samuel 11 speaks to the adulterous and murderous actions of David. 2 
Samuel 12 shows us how God used Nathan to rebuke David in his actions 
against the basic message God gave his own children. Yet once David 
became aware of his actions against the laws of God, he accepted God’s 
mercy and became the instrument of peace God had intended. 


John 18:10 shows Simon Peter, in the garden, the night the soldiers came 
for Jesus, became violent to the extent of using his sword to cut an ear off 
of one of the soldiers. Yet the very foundation of church was built on Peter, 
his actions again were again forgiven by the mercy of God. John 18:11 
Jesus commands Peter to put away his sword. I think it is time that our 
churches put away the sword of indifference and become the instrument of 
mercy in our community. 


Matthew 25:31-46 Jesus explains the parable of the sheep and goats. The 
sheep actively partook in the ministry of social justice while the goats did 
nothing. It is the sheep that God wants and not goats. 


I think many times throughout the rich history in the bible we see how God 
has used torn, tattered and sinful persons to experience his divine love and 
mercy to change. They have become a living example of God’s mercy. 
Once they have recognized this, they have become mighty persons within 
the framework in the role God intended for his creations. His children are to 
be the instruments in society to reflect the divine peace God offers. 


Many times in our own present day lives when someone; family, friends, 
acquaintances, or even people in our community, have exhibited signs of 
adulterous, murderous, fraudulent actions, we are too quick in judging 
them. In some ways we strive to banish them from our sight. While I am not 
saying we should forgive and forget, as we see from Jesus, we are to honor 
the laws of the land. But to simply rid from our awareness these persons, 
we should seek ways to positively minister to them. They should have the 
same opportunity for spiritual awareness that our saints and church history 
has seen in the bible. We need to show them God’s mercy. After all, where 
would we be in our church history if we simply denied Peter, Moses, David, 
etc... because of their previous unenlightened actions? Even in James 2:1 it 
says that we must not be prejudice. We can’t simply favor some people over 
others. Furthermore verses 2-9 James gives us a parable to live by as 
Christians changed by the mysteries of Christ. “2For if there come unto 
your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in 
also a poor man in vile raiment; 3And ye have respect to him that weareth 
the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to 
the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: 4Are ye not then 
partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts? 5Hearken, 
my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love 
him? 6But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and 
draw you before the judgment seats? 7Do not they blaspheme that worthy 
name by the which ye are called? 8If ye fulfil the royal law according to the 
scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9But if ye 
have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as 
transgressors.” 

Master Christ 


An anciet rending of the Master 
Christ. 


God is not about shunning nor evicting one of their birthright. You may ask 
what birthright I am speaking of. Are we not created in the image of God? 
Are we not all physical manifestations of the creative spark from God? 
Then if we throw away a person because of their actions without attempting 
to reach out to them with the redemptive power of God, then we are 
denying them of their birthright as one of God’s children. When a Buddhist 
monk greets another person, they typically bow with their hands in a 
praying state and say “Namaste”. Which translates to “ The God within me 
recognizes the God within you.” This is a wonderful translation as to how 
we should greet every human being. 


As a whole, without the social justice platform alive in our churches or as 
an individual members agenda, then we are denying our world of their 
birthright. Many scriptures tell us not to judge others, let God and the 
Angels do that, and let us become the instrument of peace for our world. We 
who are esoteric believers work towards our own enlightenment of the 
Christ nature in our life. We need to also recognize that same capacity for 
spiritual realization in others. That is our role to use our growth and 
understanding in the mercy of Christ. Our life and actions should reflect 
compassion and mercy to those in need of justice. 


One issue comes up a lot within those who actively serve in social justice 
capacities. The compassion to look at those who are dirty, sinful, not able to 
take care of themselves, is not to judge them. Judging those who are hurting 
does not help the person nor does it reflect the love the Jesus asked us to 
become. 


Matt. 13:47-52 frees us from having to judge, as that is the role for the 
Angels. “49So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come 
forth, and sever the wicked from among the just.” We are free to just show 
God’s mercy and love to those in need. Our role is to equip those in need 
with the tools and resources they need. Matt. 15:17-20 “18But those things 
which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile 
the man. 19For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.” Mark 7:15 “15There is 
nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the 
things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man.” 


2 Cor. 2:5-11 asks us to forgive others. It goes on to say in verses 5-10 to 
forgive and love. In verse 7 it says, “7So that contrariwise ye ought rather to 
forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed 
up with overmuch sorrow.” I think this example of someone in the Church 
who hurt the faith, was told to be forgiven. So as that person not to become 
discouraged and find their way back to Christ. That is our role when we 
minister is to encourage and help those back into the reality of the Christ 
message. 


Gal. 6:1, 2, 10 also says to do good to all. “1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken 
in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 


meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 2Bear ye one 
another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 10As we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith.” Even though that verse ends with us to look at our 
own Christian brothers and sisters, let us not forget that before that line is 
says to do good to everyone. Everyone is the message. 


As well another great lesson to learn in ministering to others in social 
justice is not to hurt their re-entry back into the church. 2 Cor. 2:5-11 is a 
good verse. 2 Timothy 2:23-26 and James 2:12-13 speaks as to not speaking 
ill of others. As well James 4:11-12 speaks in the same manner. 1 Peter 2-3 
asks us to stop our malicious and deceitful and backstabbing ways. We can’t 
afford to speak ill of those trying to grow in the knowledge of Christ. Their 
past is their past, not ours to speak about to others. We must show some 
compassion and confidentiality when we minister to those in needs. As well 
Gal. 5:15 helps us to understand that harsh criticism can destroy rather than 
help. 


In relation to forgiveness we should look up Matt. 6:14-15; Matt. 18:21-35; 
Col. 3:13. 


I think our prayer can be summed up in I Cor. 14:12 as it says...“Since you 
are so eager to have spiritual gifts, ask God for those what will be of real 
help to the whole church.” Our basic theme should become part of the Body 
of Christ so our visible action helps the mission of the Church. 


In the past we had all those great speakers of social justice, from our own 
saints and church leaders to modern day persons like Martin Luther King, 
Gandhi and others. But who is speaking up today? Who is moving society 
to social justice awareness? Is that not our role as Christians? If we begin to 
share with others what Christ has made known to us, then we begin to see 
changes around us. Let us become those instruments of peace that God had 
intended and showed us through his word and sacraments. 


Presently we see many states legislating the role of faith-based programs to 
help those in need. Recently we have seen the states begin to look at faith- 
based communities to help prisoners learn to positively reenter society. It 
has even been asked of these communities to reach into their own local area 


to meet the basic needs of others. Ranging from medical clinics for those 
without insurance, to providing educational tutoring or even mentoring for 
those re-entering the workforce. Some churches even help those facing 
bankruptcy in finding the appropriate way to budget their money. The role 
of the church is to find creative ways to help improve all the lives of those 
within the surrounding of the church buildings. After all how are those we 
minister too going to see the true essence of God’s mercy if we don’t first 
take action? It is not our words that change people, but rather our action in 
meeting their most basic needs. As we become the instrument of God’s 
social justice. This is part of the way our esoteric churches can be seen as 
an instrument of God when we apply social justice programs to reach out 
into our Own respective communities. 

A Typical Church dwelling 
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This is a beautiful picture of a rural church. 
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Chapter 3 


Where do I serve? 


I am not wishing to state where or how you or any person of faith, how their 
role should played in the fabric of social justice. There are many avenues 
that stream from the ideals of social justice. Which one is right for you? 
That is your opportunity through prayer and meditation to see where God 
has ordained you to be. What a marvelous expression of divine joy when 
we are where we are to be. 


In 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 speaks as to the “body of Christ”. Not all of us 
are to be spokespersons. Some are called to lead, some to be the workers, 
some to be the overseer...etc. Within the body of Christ are the parts 
needed for the ministry for the church to be successful. After all God 
created us, instilled within us a part of his divine essence, and let us be born 
in this world today for a specific function. What is that function? I can not 
say nor can anyone else. One must pray and seek through meditation to hear 
the voice of God as he lead us to what and where we are to be working for 
his church. 


Many times I have heard the analogy of too many chiefs and not enough 
Indians. While this concept is a bit politically incorrect, I feel I can speak of 
it since I myself am of Indian descent. The concept is right on the mark 
though. Too many times I have found myself saying I know the right way to 
handle the situation, when simply just doing it silently would have been the 
best. 


We have a wonderful family of believers amongst us. Each of us carries the 
special “tool” that is individually gifted to us by God to be the active 
servant in the body of Christ. That is our uniqueness and birthright to be 
what God had created in us! It is a great service to do the work of the 
church when we take the time to meditatively seek out where we are to 
serve. 


Many worthwhile organizations exist that focus on different aspects of 
social justice. In the back of this book you will find the contact information 
of some of those. Again social justice can be seen as being environmentally 
aware, watchdogs for human rights, animal rights, an organized group that 
lobbies our legislators for the rights of those who are being neglected, to 
volunteering for an group that works for the proper and adequate health of 
others. The list is too exhaustive and can’t be totally said. The creativity 
that exists from God can be very broad as to how social justice is exhibited. 
Yet it is the fundamental message that God sent us to exhibit through his 
church. 


How can I say that that is the fundamental message? In the beginning of 
this book I used an excerpt from the encyclopedia to define social justice. 


“Both right and left tend to agree on the importance of rule of law, human 
rights, and some form of a welfare safety net for the essence of social 
justice.” 


Rule of law is what Moses received from God for His children to live by. 
Human rights were what Jesus spoke up for in front of the Sanhedrin and 
Pharisees. Both these groups had become a religious hierarchy that 
patronized the rich and forgot the poor. Did not Jesus care for the welfare of 
others when he fed the thousands with the miracle of the fish and loaves? 
Does not the simple act of God creating us in his image, sending his Son to 
atone for our sins, or the history of the sacraments ordained by him for his 
church to use as signs of mercy and redemption just exude of social justice 
from God? Every word of our sacred texts and our sacred sacraments 
underline the message of social justice from God. From the blessed gift of 
the Eucharist, to the forgiving aspect of absolution, to the sanctity of holy 
matrimony, to the bestowment of Holy Orders, each of the churches 
sacramental gifts from God show us the message of social justice. Is not the 
message of Christ to his followers to be the light unto the darkness a 
ministry of social justice? 


That is why I say the role of our esoteric churches must be focused on the 
role of social justice as a means for us to enlighten the world with the 
mysteries Christ has given us and our church. If we don’t then we have 


failed at the noblest role God had intended for his church and their 
followers. 


I encourage you who are reading this to take time and mediate, pray and 
seek out from those in instructive/teaching roles in our church to helps us 
find our individual gift we bring to social justice. In the framework of our 
sacred rites from our church, whatever denomination of faith you believe, 
are the tools we have as a divine privilege to use in seeking out our place 
within the body of Christ. These sacred sacraments and gifts are ordained 
by God to assist us in our ever-evolving spiritual growth. They assist us in 
becoming the unique individual person God created for a specific part of 
the Body of Christ. This helps inn reaching others in the dark with the 
social justice from God. 


It is of a great joy to know that God has provided many tools utilized by the 
church to help us find the mercy and grace God gives his children. Within 
those sacred rites we find the voice of God becoming more aware within the 
soul of our lives. Within that quietness of his divine glory, placed within us, 
we find the role we are to play in his divine mystery. That is why we are 
chosen to be his children...chosen to be the instrument of social justice for 
our communities and world. What a blessing it is to do the work of the 
Master and watch how God’s mercy and love flows into our own 
communities. 

Ancient Father Studing _ 


A rendering of what an 
ancient father would like 
while studying. 
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Chapter 4 


The Cries for Social Justice 


Many examples are in the news of cries of help for those suffering from the 
effects of social injustices. In the recent years the misuse or embezzlements 
of pension funds, to the cries of human suffering at the hands of evil 
practices, to simply the need of assistance for basic care after a tornado, 
hurricane, or earthquake, have been spoken of in the news media outlets. 
Especially during the holiday seasons we are reminded of those less 
fortunate and their needs are spoke of in hopes some good natured soul will 
help them out. These cries can even be heard in the many different type of 
abuses ranging from emotional, physical to even mental. We see a society 
today that is calling out for the comfort that Jesus said would be granted in 
the Beatitudes. 


In some ways those cries are simply the call for others to hear of the 
potential within themselves. Each person has the spark of God within them. 
Not all honor, develop, or seek out that God within. But those cries are 
opportunities for us to meet their needs in the name of Christ as his 
instrument of social justice. 

Jesus as a child 


Jesus and his mother 
look over the city. 


Recently there was a report on the narcissistic nature of today’s youth. In 
the past 20 years it has evolved to reflect 2% of our society. It is natural for 
us to quickly look at those youth and be critical. Yet, as church leaders, 
church members, parents, teachers have we attempted to address this issue? 
Have we raised and instructed the youth with proper moral fiber they 
deserve? I am not questioning our individual actions what I am simply 
asking is in the form of a rhetorical question. It is meant as something to 
contemplate on how to solve this. 


In the book “The Peril” there is a story of a youth who had some major 
medical issues. His family was poor and had to take the bus to the hospital. 
Once there they were told without identification they could not assist the 
youth in dire need of attention. His brother took the bus back to their house 
to grab the check stub to show his mother had a job. By the time he got 
back it was near 1pm. It was not until 5pm that the youth was seen by a 
doctor. He had been waiting since 10am at the hospital. He was later 
admitted to an overnight stay for tests and recovery. He ended up being 
there almost a week. When our society and means for immediate health care 
is denied to those less fortunate...we simply have a case of social injustice. 


As a child we studied Civics that explained the basic tenets of our 
government. I was raised to believe that this great country we live in is: An 
government for the people, by the people, and of the people. While recently 
I feel our rights are slowly being stripped away, a national move to declare 
only one faith for our country, and our voice is drowned out by the money 
pool offered by business lobbyist to the politicians. That is wrong. But yet I 
don’t see anyone stepping up to speak out on this issue. 


In Ralph Nader’s writings from “Collected Writings 2002-2003” he reflects 
on some of the many social injustices in our society 


He also speaks on the pension plans of many older Americans that have 
been lost or squandered by embezzlement or through mis-management. 
This type of atrocity should never be allowed and those responsible should 
be held so for their actions. Countless of older Americans are now faced 
with limited income for their retirement years and their investments of 
previous years have been lost. That is not right! 


These are just some of the most recent issues that have faced our society. If 
we delve into the news media, become more aware of the needs of those 
around us, then our form of ministry will grow. An ostrich can’t escape a 
storm if its head is stuck in the sand. I think many times as those who have 
experienced the great mysteries of Christ that we forget to look at the reality 
of those near us who are crying out for relief. We can’t become so blind that 
we miss the forest for the trees. I remember the old saying, if it is not me 
then whom?, if it is not now when? Lead, follow or simply retreat to the 
sidelines. Our society needs the mercy of God’s social justice now. 


If God has given us great compassion, as he himself exhibited by sending 
his Son; then how can we turn a deaf ear to those cries for social justice. It 
is our responsibility to listen to those cries and with God’s mercy meet 
those needs. It is not for us to judge, or dictate, or control, those in need, but 
rather because they are fragile gifts from God, we are to meet their needs. 
Just as he has met our needs so must we do the same. James 1:22 exhort us 
to be just not listeners but doers. 

Jesus feeding the hungry 


Jesus feeds the hungry, just 
was we are too. 


James goes on to say in verses 14-17 of Chapter 2, just what faithful actions 
are. “14What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, 
and have not works? can faith save him? 15If a brother or sister be naked, 
and destitute of daily food, 16And one of you say unto them, Depart in 
peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those 
things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 17Even so faith, if 
it hath not works, is dead, being alone. ” 


sJo 
Chapter 5 


Commend and Empower 
Matt. 9:37 says that we as believers need to send out workers in the harvest. 


Matt. 22:37-40 tells us to love our neighbors as ourselves. If we do not look 
at those we meet and run across in our normal daily life, as children of God 
as well, then we are not being effective as we could be. 


Luke 4:18-19 encourages us to proclaim the message of Christ to all. 


“18The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty them that are bruised.” 


1 Cor. 10:23-24 says we should not seek our own good but that of others 
first. 


“Don’t think only of your own good. Think of other Christians and what is 
best for them.” 


I think when we realize the Christ nature in all beings as we minister, that is 
what we are doing, thinking of their good in the ministry of Christ and not 
just our own good. 


Phil. 2:4 also tell us to think of others first. 


“Don’t think only about your own affairs, but be interested in others, too, 
and what they are doing.” 


God opens the doors for us; we don’t have to, as stated in Col. 4:2-3 


“Devote yourself to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful heart. Don’t 
forget to pray for us too, that God will give us many opportunities to preach 


about his secret plan...that Christ is also for you Gentiles.” 
2 Thes. 3:6-14 encourages us to not be idle. 


“And now, dear brothers and sisters, we give you this command with the 
authority of our Lord Jesus Christ: Stay away from any Christian who lives 
in idleness and doesn’t’ follow the tradition of hard work we gave you. For 
you know that you ought to follow our examples.” 


Titus 3:1-8 doing what is good again encourages us to use our life as a 
ministry. 


Verse 8: “These things I have told you are all true. I want you to insist on 
them so that everyone trusts in God will be careful to do good deeds all the 
time. These things are good and beneficial for everyone.” 


Heb. 10:22-24 helps us to know we can spur others to do good. When we 
offer our self as volunteers in any social justice programs we can spur 
others on to do good. After all, our role as His children is to spread the good 
news. 


Growing up in Tulsa, Oklahoma I saw some buildings in Sand Springs that 
were set aside for widows and orphans. I knew they were faith-based 
programs but did not understand their rich history. James 1:27 say we 
should look after orphans and widows. 


James 2:17-18 tells us that faith without deeds are dead. Again we need to 
see that He who has called us, separated us away from the world, should be 
the light unto a dark nation. It is our glorious opportunity to do the work of 
the Lord when we involve ourselves with social justice. Also in James 2:1-9 
tell us not to discriminate against the poor. 


Col. 3:12-17 tells us that we will be clothed in compassion. I know 
personally when one really gets in tune with the inner being of Christ, we 
truly know compassion. We weep when we see others that live their lives 
separated from God, as we know all they need is to seek him and he will 
meet their needs. I have wept so much when I have seen or heard of social 
injustices. Compassion is a great and wonderful gift God has given us. 


Compassion can also be seen in; Matt. 14:14, Mark 3:3-5; Luke 6:36; Luke 
10:30-37 and Luke 15:11-32. 


1 Thes. 4:18 tells us to comfort each other. 


Titus 3 also teaches us that doing what is good is the best thing for his 
Children. 


2 Cor. 1:3-7 tells us the comfort we receive from God is so we can share 
that comfort with others in need. 


Verse 3-4: “All praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is 

the source of every mercy and the God who comforts us. He comforts us in 

all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When others are troubled, we 
will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us.” 


2 Cor. 9:11-15 is wonderful as it tells us that praise is for service to others. 


“Yes, you will be enriched so that you can give even more generously. And 
when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will break out in 
thanksgiving to God... You will be glorifying God through your generous 
gifts. For your generosity to them will prove that you are obedient to the 
Good News of Christ. Any they will pray for you with deep affection 
because of the wonderful grace of God shown through you.” 


Gal. 6: 1-10 shares with us to also do good to all. 
“Whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone...” 


Jude 20-23. “Show mercy to those whose faith is wavering. Rescue others 
by snatching them from the flames of judgment. There are still others to 
whom you need to show mercy...” 


Eph. 4:25 instruct us to speak truth to others. Verse 28 encourages us to 
share with others. Eph. 4:32 tell us to be compassionate to others. Eph. 5:1 
says for us to imitate the character of God. I think this clearly inspires us to 
carry on the ministry of social justice as God has shown us by his action. 


1 John 3:16-19 says we are to love with action and truth. Those of us that 
are mature in the faith are called to show the love of God and reflect the 
truth of his higher spiritual capacity in others are best shown we are actively 
involved with social justice. 


I have tried to show you the basic message and encourage you through 
God’s word to follow in the steps of social justice that Christ’s message 
teaches. Each of us needs to be encouraged and shown from time to time... 
the empowerment Christ gave us to take his message to the masses. That is 
our goal. I will close this chapter with a final message from the book of 
James and of 2 Peter. 


James 1:1-5 “Dear brothers and sisters, whenever trouble comes your way, 
let it be an opportunity for joy. For when your faith is tested, your 
endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is 
fully developed, you will be strong in character and ready for anything. If 
you need wisdom...if you want to know what God wants you to do...ask 
him, and he will gladly tell you. He will not resent your asking.” 


2 Peter 1:3-11 “So make every effort to apply the benefits of those promises 
to your life. Then your faith will produce a life of moral excellence. A life 
of moral excellence leads to knowing God better.” 


I would take time to read all these scriptures yourself. It is through the word 
of God that we find our road map for our growth in the knowledge of 
Christ. 


Rejoice. Encourage each other, live in harmony and peace. 
Then the God of love and peace will be with you. 
Greet each other in Christian love. 


Amen. 
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Index 


Social Justice 

Center for Social Justice http://www.socialjustice.org/ 
Center for Economic and Social Justice http://www.cesj.org/ 
Oklahoma Social Justice site http://faithlinksok.org/Mission.htm 
Volunteers of America www.voa.org 

Anti-Racism site http://www.antiracismnet.org/main.html 
Campus Activists http://www.campusactivism.org 
America’s Promise www.americaspromise.org 

Center for Civic Education www.civiced.org 

Constitutional Rights Foundation www.crf-usa.org 
HandsNet www.handsnet.org 


Institute for Global Communication www.igc.org 


Amnesty International www.amnesty.org 
Human Rights Watch www.hrw.org 
Human Rights Web www.hrweb.org 


Lowercase People www.lowercasepeople.com 


Animal Welfare Groups 

ASPCA www.aspca.org 

Human Society www.hsus.org 

Last Chance for Animals www.lcanimal.org 


People for Ethical Treatment of Animals www.peta-online.org 


Homeless Issues 


National Homeless Council http://www.nhchc.org/ 


Hunger Issues 


World Hunger Project http://www.worldhungeryear.org/ 


http://www.worldhungeryear.org/info_center/nhprg_intro.asp 


Health Issues 


National Homeless & Health Council http://www.nhchc.org/ 


Prisoner Issues 
Safer Society Press http://www.safersociety.org/index.html 
Prisoner Rights Group http://www. prisonactivist.org/ 


Prisoner Rights News http://www.prisonlegalnews.org/Visitors/ 


Innoncent Aide http://www.innocencedenied.com/ 


Environment Issues 

Action Network www.actionnetwork.org 

American Council for Energy Efficient Economy www.aceee.org 
Center for Enviromental Education www.schoolsgogreen.org 
Defenders of Wildlife www.defenders.org 


Econet www.igc.org/home/econet 


Envirolink Network www.envirolink.org 
Friends of the Earth www.foe.org 
Greenpeace www. greenpeace.org 


20/20 Vision http://www.2020vision.org/ 


Emotional Issues 


Self Help http://selfgrowth.com/ 


Free Self Help lessons http://www.helpyourselftherapy.com/ 


Poverty Issues 
http://www.worldhungeryear.org/info_center/nhprg_intro.asp 


Care www.care.org 
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